
English 

The English faculty at Canobolas Rural Technology High School are passionate about fostering 

students’ interest in literature and language, as well as the powerful role the study of English 

plays in developing students’ capacity as confident communicators, and critical and creative 

thinkers. Our English teachers pride themselves on providing engaging, innovative and 

challenging learning experiences to all students, through a wide range of activities, 

experiences and technologies. Students develop their skills in speaking and listening, reading 

and writing, and viewing and representing, through the study of a wide range of print, 

spoken, visual, media, multimedia and digital texts. 

Courses 

English is a mandatory subject for students in NSW, from Kindergarten to Year 12.  

At Canobolas Rural Technology High School, we offer the following English courses to 

students in Year 11 and Year 12: 

 English Advanced 

 English Standard 

 English Studies 

 English Extension 1 

 English Extension 2 (HSC only) 

Debating and Public Speaking 

The English faculty at CRTHS coordinate opportunities for interested students to participate 

in debating and public speaking competitions. Out debating teams regularly compete in the 

Premier’s Debating Challenge and other competitions such as CKC Cup and The Mayor’s Cup, 

which they have previously won. Individual students also participate each year in the CWA 

Public Speaking competition. These experiences provide valuable opportunities for students 

to develop their confidence in speaking in front of an audience.  

Guest performances and excursions 

We regularly engage guest authors and slam poets to speak to and perform for our students, 

discussing and showcasing their craft. We also arrange for students to attend plays and 

seminars relating to their units of work, promoting greater authenticity to the study of texts 

and consolidating the knowledge they have gained in class. These opportunities also allow 

students to experience the ability of language to empower people to find their unique voice, 

as well as highlighting the opportunities which can be accessed through language and 

literature.  

Wordsmiths 

Wordsmiths is a writers’ group which runs at lunch times, for students interested in 

developing their capacity as writers. Students develop their confidence in using their 

imagination and creative thinking to learn and create short stories and other forms of 

creative writing. Wordsmiths focuses on the development of students’ self-expression and 



the development of their identity, whilst also targeting literacy skills. Wordsmiths members 

are also privy to author talks, writing competitions and many other events which celebrate a 

passion for literature.  

Technology 

Technology is used widely by the English faculty at CRTHS, promoting greater authenticity for 

the study of digital texts. In addition to studying digital texts, several units of work also 

require students to create digital texts, such as films, webpages and digital stories. Students 

have access to a green-screen, boom mics and lighting which are used for film-making, as 

well as sound pods which are used to create sound effects. Students also create digital stories 

using iPads and editing apps. Through creating a range of texts types, students develop a 

deeper understanding, appreciation for and enjoyment of these texts.  

Drama 

Drama is offered as an elective to students in Stage 5 (Years 9 and 10) and Stage 6 (Years 11 

and 12). Through studying drama, students develop an interest in and enjoyment of 

investigating and enacting a wide range of theatrical forms, styles and acting methods. 

Through critical reflection and acquiring understanding, knowledge and skills, students 

respond to the ideas and dramatic works of others by creatively and collaboratively 

developing their own ideas into dramatic action for performance. (NESA) 

 


