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We are happy to report on the wonderful success of last week’s UNSW’s Robogals 

program hosted at Canobolas High School. School Management and staff were 

extremely proud of the 160 female students who over the three days demonstrated 

a consistently high capacity for solving problems and applying creative and lateral 

thinking when faced with a series of complex robotics based tasks. We were so 

proud of them! This collaborative partnership between Canobolas High and 

Robogals UNSW will continue to prove fruitful with talks of further partnership 

expansion and development already taking place for 2014.  

 

 

ROBO QUEENS 



From the  

Principal’s Desk 

Dear Parents and Members of our School Community 

 

Welcome to the final newsletter for 2013. We have had a tremendous year and I 

have been so proud of what we have achieved in a relatively short period of time. 

Last night we held our annual Presentation Evening which was a resounding 

success.  

 

This year we have focused on a number of priority areas. Literacy, Numeracy, 

Aboriginal Education, Connected Learning, Teacher Quality, Student Engagement 

and Retention, Productive Partnerships and the preparation of the Australian 

Curriculum.  

 

We have continued to introduce changes as a way to move forward and improve 

the educational and social outcomes for all of our students.  

 

Academically we have had some tremendous success.  We continue to support 

the virtual selective school Xsel with Harry Betts and Ewan Rogers achieving success 

due to this program. Our school continued with our enrichment classes for gifted 

students and stage appropriate classes for students who required additional 

support. We had some fantastic results in NAPLAN and we continue to move our 

students at above state average growth across a number of aspects of literacy and 

numeracy. We have participated in a range of academic competitions including 

Mathematics and English competitions along with the State Science and 

Engineering challenge and the World Skills events. Ben Hicks was recently named 

the regional winner of the Metals World Skills Competition and will travel to Perth in 

2014 to compete in the National competition.  A number of our HSC students have 

received offers of early entry to University and we have had tremendous success 

with the e2 curriculum collaboration.  

 

We have also continued to succeed across a range of sporting arenas. Students 

were represented in regional and state swimming, athletics, cricket, lawn bowls, 

netball, rugby league, soccer, basketball and touch football to name but a few. 

We participated in many local and regional sporting competitions and continued 

to achieve success through the dedication of our students and our staff.  

 

 



We expanded our music and dance program in the school under the leadership of 

Ms Rouse, Ms Aldrick and Mr Pelley. In just three terms we have had student 

representation in Dance and drama camps, participated in the Schools 

Spectacular, formed a number of new bands within the school including our staff 

band, participated in a range of music festivals, performed in a number of 

community events and gained tremendous publicity for our Flashmob at the end of 

Term 2.  

 

Student numbers continue to grow in subjects which access our state of the art 

trade training centres in Hospitality, Health, and Metals and Engineering. We have 

also continued to invest heavily in ongoing refurbishment of our school including the 

creation of a dance studio, numerous murals being created across the school, the 

re-establishment of an Aboriginal garden plus improved technology infrastructure 

throughout the school.  We have a school which would rival many private and 

government schools across Australia and it is our community and our students who 

will receive the benefits of such a wonderful investment by the community of 

Orange and the State and Federal Governments.  

 

In 2013, we continued to develop our teaching staff with a focus on teacher quality 

and providing access to the very best educational opportunities for our students 

each and every day. We will continue to make this a focus in 2014 and beyond. It is 

my belief that we have the capacity to offer every student the best educational 

experiences in Western NSW and beyond and it is the focus of everything that we 

do. Your children are why we are here and it is the support of our parent and 

community body which makes The Canobolas Rural Technology High School such a 

special place to work.  

 

We continued to offer students the chance to attend leadership camps and school 

cultural exchanges.  Our Year 7 students and Year 10 peer support leaders spent a 

week at Burrendong, our SRC representatives participated in leadership workshops, 

our Year 8 students attended the Great Aussie Bush Camp in Tea Gardens, Girri Girri 

students attended a week long camp at Narrabeen, our SES cadets participated in 

a range of activities, our Aboriginal student leaders spent time at CSU and six lucky 

students had the trip of a lifetime to Japan as part of our sister school exchange 

program. 

 

We were also fortunate enough to host our Japanese friends in March this year and 

show them just how lucky we are to have what we have in Orange.  

 

We placed a great deal of time and effort into supporting the welfare of all of our 

students and continued to teach our students the values and ethos of our school. I 

have the highest expectations of students and staff and will continue to do so for as 

long as our community wants me to lead this amazing school.  

 

Our staff are the backbone of every one of the outstanding programs that we offer. 

We all sacrifice time with our families for the benefit of our students. It is why we 

chose to enter one of the most rewarding careers in the world.  



The difference we make to your children each and every day is what we are here 

for. Sometimes the differences are small and may take a long time to be 

recognised and other times they are enormous and happen very quickly.  

 

The staff at Canobolas High School are some of the most collegial and hard 

working professionals I have ever had the pleasure of working with. They work long 

days, weekends and school holidays to ensure that your children are the 

beneficiaries of a quality learning and educational environment. I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank each and every one of the staff at Canobolas High School 

from our Cleaners to our Office Staff, General Assistant and Ag Assistant, to our 

Canteen Manager, Teaching Staff, Executive Staff and Senior Executive Staff. 

Without the dedication that you have for our school and our community, we would 

not be moving forward at the rate we continue to do.  

 

Two other groups that I would like to pay particular mention to are our P&C and our 

AECG. The P&C are some of the strongest supporters of our school. Under the 

leadership of Mrs Wendy Morgan, the P&C work tirelessly to support our school and 

become involved in many aspects of our school life. The P&C continue to work 

closely with myself and our staff to ensure that we fulfil our obligation to our 

students.  

 

The AECG are the parent and community body supporting our Aboriginal students 

and programs. I have thoroughly enjoyed working closely with the AECG under the 

guidance of Mr James Williams and most recently Mr Adam Goolagong. We have 

worked hard in 2013 to improve the educational opportunities of all of our students 

and both the P&C and AECG have been fundamental to ensuring that this was 

able to occur.  

 

Thank you to all members of both groups for your passion towards our students and 

for your commitment to continual improvement of our school.  

 

In 2013 we will say goodbye to two staff who have been with us for a number of 

years. Mr Ian Holmes has been our careers advisor for many years and has decided 

to retire from the Department of Education. Mr Holmes will leave a legacy at our 

school that will remain for many years. His hardworking attitude and no fuss 

demeanour has made it an absolute pleasure to work with Ian. We will miss his 

leadership in 2014 and I am sure that the students will miss his extraordinary 

knowledge of all things VET and careers. Thankyou for your commitment and 

dedication to our school Ian. You will be missed.  

Mrs Heather Grant has also been in our school for many years as our Head Teacher 

English. Mrs Grant has been instrumental to the successes we have had in our 

school and the knowledge and leadership we will lose at the end of the year will be 

hard to replace in the future. Mrs Grant will also retire from the Department after a 

highly successful career. I would like to thank Mrs Grant for her leadership in the 12 

months I have known her and wish her the very best as she begins the next chapter 

of her life.  

 



Mr Colley is also leaving our school this year after spending the past 6 years in a 

range of leadership roles. Mr Colley is moving to Newcastle with his family and I 

would like to thank Mr Colley for the work he has done towards improving our 

school over the time he has been with us.  

Ms Wienke is the last of our permanent staff who will be leaving our school in 2013. 

Ms Wienke is moving to Young with her family. Ms Wienke has been an asset to our 

school not only in Science but also as one of our Primary School Transition staff 

who have supported the transition of Primary students into high school through an 

outstanding Science program.  

We will also farewell a number of other staff in our school. Mr Nyambane, Ms 

Galloway, Mr Offner,  Mr Parker, Mrs Drummond, Ms Brown, Ms Byrne, Ms Einsaar, 

Mr Bruton and Ms Schirmer,  Mr Mills and Ms Martin. I wish each of my staff all the 

very best in their next adventure and thank them for the contributions they have 

made to our school in 2013.  

In 2014 we will welcome a number of new staff to our school. Ms Judith Bertolin will 

join our senior executive team as Deputy Principal – Teacher Quality, Miss Gemma 

Lord will join our English team, Ms Nicole Nealon will join Science, Mr Nick Farrer will 

join PDHPE, Miss Alison Edwards will take on the role of Learning and Engagement 

teacher, Ms Bernadette Allen will join our school learning and support staff and 

two staff will re-join our team after some time away from the school. Ms Tanya 

Fearnley will return to our English faculty and Mr Matthew Sugden to our Industrial 

Arts faculty.  

The successes of many of our students were highlighted on Presentation Night. 

There is no shortage of excellence within our school community. We have students 

who have represented the state in a number of different sports, students who 

have excelled in the school certificate, NAPLAN, higher school certificate, school 

based assessment, performing arts, creative arts, citizenship, cultural opportunities 

and student leadership. 

I am so proud to have led this wonderful school through such a successful year 

and I would like to thank each and every one of you for making my job so 

enjoyable.  

I would like to wish each of our families a very Merry Christmas and a safe and 

happy new year. I am so thankful that I have had the opportunity to move to, live 

in and be part of the Orange community and I look forward to working closely 

with you in 2014 and beyond.  

With my warmest regards 

Chad Bliss 

Principal 



 

HOME ECONOMICS NEWS 
 

We have had an extremely busy last few weeks in the Home Economics Faculty! It 

has been a very tiring, but rewarding experience and it has been fantastic to see 

our students putting the skills that they have learnt throughout the year into 

practice as they participated in a variety of events.  

 

Year 8 MasterChef Competition 

On Wednesday the 20th of November, Year 8 MasterChef Master Class students 

competed in their end of semester MasterChef Cooking Challenge. Students 

worked in groups to create a two course meal for the judging panel which 

included MasterChef and CWA queen Mrs Merle Parrish and our very own Ms 

Tammy Howarth. Students created a number of mouth watering dishes which 

received rave reviews from the 

judges. The winners of the 

challenge were Georgia Kiel, 

Lynette Patrick and Bailey King 

with their Mediterranean 

C h i c k e n  a n d  B a k e d 

Vegetables and delicious Mango Melba. All students 

did extremely well in the challenge and are to be 

congratulated on their efforts. Well done Year 8 

MasterChef students!  

 

 

 

 



Canobolas Buon Ricordo Restaurant  

 

During Week 8, we held our fourth and final sitting of the Canobolas Buon Ricordo 

Restaurant for the year. Year 11 Hospitality Commercial Cookery and Food & 

Beverage students designed a three course alternate serve menu and some 

delicious mocktails that fitted in with their chosen restaurant theme of ‘Christmas’. 

Our students did an amazing job, preparing, cooking and serving food for 30 

people. All of the guests thoroughly enjoyed their evening and were suitably 

impressed with the high standard of the food and service provided. 

 

Year 10 Dinner   

 

The Year 10 dinner, held during Week 9, was a fantastic opportunity for our 

Hospitality students to support their younger peers and provide them with a 

memorable experience. Once again our Hospitality students did an amazing job, 

preparing and cooking a delicious menu to tempt Year 10’s tastebuds. It was also 

great to see members of staff working alongside our students to wait hand and 

foot on Year 10. Our Hospitality students worked tirelessly on this evening to ensure 

Year 10 had a memorable night and I am extremely proud of the dedication and 

support they gave to their peers.  

 



Year 10 Hospitality: International Studies Thanksgiving Challenge 

 

This term, Year 10 Hospitality: International Studies students have been completing 

a unit of work on America. After such a successful challenge last term with their 

Asian banquet, teams reunited to test their skills in American cuisine. Each group, 

consisting of 3-4 students, had to research a recipe relating to Thanksgiving, put 

together a food order for their ingredients and come up with a suitable workflow 

plan, in order to assign each member a task and have their dish completed and 

presented within the time frame.  

All of the groups participated extremely well and their finished products were a 

credit to their hardworking and enthusiastic approach. Most groups chose to 

tackle the dessert side of the thanksgiving menu with delicious dishes ranging from 

Churros to Cassata Cakes, while others took on the infamous Southern Fried 

Chicken and Beef Sliders. Congratulations to Victoria Smith, Grace Shea, Rowella 

Laygo and Patty Britt who took out the challenge with their Apple Pies.  

Our Year 10 Hospitality: International Studies class has been an amazing group of 

talented and cooperative students over the last 2 years. We will miss them and 

hope to see them utilise their skills in the kitchen in the future. 

 

Meals on Wheels Volunteer’s Morning Tea 

 

Last Friday, a small group of Hospitality students travelled to the HACC Centre to 

provide Orange’s Meals on Wheels volunteers with a ‘Thank you’ morning tea. 

Students prepared an array of cakes and slices that were served to approximately 

50 guests in attendance. Our students did a fantastic job and it was a rewarding 

experience for them as they were able to give back to some special members of 

our community.  

As we bid adieu to 2013, I would like to thank all of our fantastic staff for their hard 

work and dedication throughout the year. The Home Economics staff work 

tirelessly to ensure that they provide students with meaningful and engaging 

educational experiences day in and day out. A big thank you must go to Miss 

Robinson, Mrs Judd, Ms Pankhurst, Miss Schirmer, Ms Howarth, Mrs Shepherd and to 

our fantastic Home Economics Assistant, Mrs Rouse for all their efforts throughout 

the year. I would also like to thank all of the amazing students who continue to 

choose our subjects. Without you, we would not have been able to achieve all of 

the amazing feats that we have this year. 

Lastly, from all of us in the Home Economics Faculty, we wish you a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. Enjoy your holidays, stay safe and we look 

forward to seeing you all again next year!  

 

Merryn Lynch 

Relieving Head Teacher, Home Ec  



 

♫ MUSIC NOTES ♫ 
 

Meals on Wheels 

Year 11 and 12 Music students 

provided background music for the 

Orange Council Meals on Wheels 

Volunteer Morning Tea on Friday 6th 

December. 

 

Music Tour 

On Thursday 12th December a bus 

and carload of of Canobolas Music 

students, Miss Aldrick, Mr Pelley and Mr 

Squiggle toured to put on two 

concerts during the day. We were 

welcomed at Canobolas Public School in the morning for a highly appreciated 

performance featuring Elective Music students, Guitar Group, ViiVox Vocal Group 

and our Small Ensemble. After an extended lunch break we then performed at 

Bowen Public in the  

afternoon. 

  

Many of the students also 

performed the previous 

night at  Presentation Night. 

  

Vi iVox students then 

performed at assembly on 

Fr iday morning 13th 

December. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Community Events 

Many Canobolas Music students will feature in orchestras and choirs on Saturday 

14th December at the Orange Regional Conservatorium Farewell Proms Concert at 

11am at the Conservatorium on Hill Street, and then for the Community Carols By 

Candlelight in Northcourt at 7pm. Both of these musical events are free and of a 

high quality. 



2013 Schools Spectacular 

Miss Aldrick, and 12 VocE choir students spent the last week of November in Sydney 

participating in "30 Spectacular Years" - NSW 

Schools Spectacular at the Entertainment 

Centre. 

Gemma Chapman, Chris Gogala, Larissa 

Churchill, Hannah White, Maddy Penrose, 

Susie Wythes, Laura Alexander, Jacinta 

Percival, Mackenzie Woodford, Maddison 

Youngman, Lara Priest and Victoria Ruming 

were a part of the 1300 strong Combined 

Choir. 

We sang a number of songs throughout the 

show which was broadcast on Channel 9 and 

featured Australian talent, Human Nature. 

  

This was an experience we all enjoyed and will 

never forget. Canobolas Music hopes to take 

more choir students to Schools Spectacular 

next year. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Aldrick would personally like to thank all 

Canobolas Music students and parents for 

their talent and dedication throughout the 

year. The week at Spec was exhausting but 

most enjoyable. All students showed maturity 

and brilliance at Music Tour and every other 

performance and excursion this year. 

Canobolas Music have ended 2013 on a high 

note! 



INDUSTRIAL ARTS 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Gray, Seb Worboys 

and Sean Howell from Mr 

H e t h e r i n g t o n ' s  1 0  I T 

Construction showing off their 

scale model sustainable house 

designs. This has been a year 

long project that included a 

design portfolio and house 

plan drawings. 

 

 

 

 

Dr Graeme Gwilliam from IEEE - the 

worlds  largest  profess ional 

association for Electrical engineers 

- visited CRTHS to run an 

eng ineer ing  workshop fo r 

teachers. He stopped by Mr Scott's 

9 IT Engineering class to see their 

work on simple machines and 

levers. Here Daniel Smith is showing 

Dr Gwilliam his model trebuchet 

and together they were analysing 

and modifying it to improve its 

performance. 

 

 

 

 

Brandon Curtin in Mr Scott's 10 

Manufacturing (Pathways) is 

using an oxyacetylene set to 

flame cut mild steel plate while 

making a folding camping BBQ. 



SUPPORT UNIT REPORT 
 

Students and staff in the Support Unit have worked tirelessly this term and as a 

reward for all their hard work the whole Unit will join in and enjoy our annual 

Christmas luncheon on Thursday 12th at school followed on Monday 17th by an 

excursion to Scenic World in the Blue Mountains. 

 

Special Olympics Asia Pacific Games 2013 

We would all like to congratulate Siena 

Boland in Year 10 for an amazing 

achievement in the Special Olympics Asia 

Pacific Games in Newcastle, representing 

Australia in a women's Basketball team.  

Siena won a silver medal in the games and 

we are very proud of her achievement! 

 

 

 













NEED FOR BLOOD 
 

 

The need for blood never takes a holiday. 

 

Orange Donor Centre needs more donors this festive 

season to secure blood stocks for patients. 

 

Book an appointment now to donate blood and help 

ensure patients get the treatment they need. 

 

To make an appointment to donate blood call 13 14 95 or 

visit www.donateblood.com.au 

 

Every donation saves as many as three lives, and Christmas is the perfect time to 

give back to your community. 

 

Thank you to all the students, staff and parents who donated blood this year. 

 

To join the Canobolas Rural Technology High School club red donation group visit 

www.donateblood.com.au/clubred  

 

 

 

PARENT NOTICES 
 

 

RETURN DATES 

Tuesday, January 28th —- Staff Only Return – Pupil Free 

Day 

Wednesday, January 29th —Years  7, 8, 9 and 10 

Thursday, January 30th — All Years 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 
  

 
2014 SCHOOL  PHOTOGRAPHS 
Early notice that School Photos will be taken on Thursday 

20th February 2014, in the school hall by Advancedlife 

Photography. 

 

 


