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Extension Students Attend Word eXpress in Sydney 

Last Friday, our students from senior English Extension 1 explored the sights of Sydney and 

attended an English Extension 2 seminar at the New South Wales State Library in Sydney. The 

State Library opened its doors to the spanning Mitchell Library filled with invaluable works – some 

dating back hundreds of years. The curators also allowed our students to explore the impressive 

Shakespeare room, filled with folios of the great playwright’s work. The excursion was an 

opportunity for some of our highly academic and creative students to meet with like-minded 

peers and challenge themselves to extend their knowledge of English literature. The seminar 

focused on educating students about the demands of producing the esteemed English 

Extension 2 HSC major work with advice from HSC head markers and past high achieving 

students from Showcase. Students then got a chance to pitch their ideas to some experienced 

past students and their peers from different schools stretching across Sydney and New South 

Wales as far as Armidale. Ideas ranged from performance poetry on culture to short film and 

short stories about identity in the modern world. Our students represented the school with pride 

and gained invaluable insight into how they can tackle the challenges of HSC in the year to 

come. 

Miss M Duncan, English teacher 

EXTENSION ENGLISH EXCURSION 



Big Picture’s Night at the Theatre 

On Thursday the 24th of October all students in Big Picture, many of our teachers and Mike and 

Geraldine from the Sally Foundation all went to dinner and the theatre. An opportunity born from 

the generosity of the Sally Foundation to buy our tickets to the live show in an attempt to 

broaden our minds through experiences different from what we normally engage in. I was 

looking forward to having a good time, eating some good food and watching a really good 

musical. 

The dinner was very nice and I ate till I couldn’t fit any more. All the dishes were delicious, I 

almost got a bit of everything but by the time the last couple came I was already full. Following 

formal etiquette was harder than I thought, I wanted so badly to rest my elbows on the table 

and I caught myself trying to reach over the table for ice or sauces. 

I didn’t really know what to expect from the musical since I’ve never been to one before. I will 

say I got a bit lost during some bits, mainly because I couldn’t hear some parts but otherwise, it 

was really entertaining and I’m surprised I didn’t get bored. The dancing and singing were really 

impressive, I don’t know how they could possibly remember all the moves and lyrics of a full 2-

hour show. I kept looking at peoples faces trying to catch them out of character but it never 

happened.  

 

NEWS FROM BIG PICTURE 

 



This experience mainly taught me more about how to act in different social situations. This is 

definitely very important to know and there is no other way to teach it besides actually 

experiencing it. It’s like Mary's room, Mary learns everything there is to learn about colour but 

she lives in a black and white room and has never left. One day she steps out of her room and 

sees a red apple and she learns something new. We could do as much research as we could 

about etiquette and theatres and still not know as much as we would if we were to experience 

it first-hand. 

I would definitely go to another musical, it’s so much better than just seeing a movie. It’s 

happening right before your eyes and you get to watch talented local people give amazing 

performances, even some people you know could be doing it. Plus you get to hear live music. 

If the Sally Foundation and Big Picture didn’t organise this I don’t think I would have 

experienced anything like this, or at least not for a long time.  

I believe everyone should experience this at least once in their lives because it opens your eyes 

to a whole new area of entertainment and performance, and the stories are often teaching 

something from a different perspective or possibly in a way you don’t realise you are learning 

such at parts of the bible like Jesus Christ Superstar.  Of course, it also teaches you how to act 

respectfully during performances of any sort which is also beneficial for all people. 

A special thank you to Mike and Geraldine from the Sally Foundation for giving us this 

experience. 

Reala Glanford, Year 10 



Field Study at Gosling Creek 

On the 30th of October Big Picture students travelled to 

the Gosling Creek and Black Sallee reserves to 

complete some field work under the guidance of 

Roger Smith from Orange City Council and Bill Josh 

from Habitat Connect. 

We learnt about many different types of plants, 

exploring the bush tucker and medicinal qualities as 

well as the asset they are for animal habitats and 

suppressing weeds. We also learnt about a number of 

animals and bugs that inhabit the area.  

At the beginning of the day we went on a walk around the reserve, looking at different plants 

and learning the names of them. After we finished the walk, Roger arrived and we walked down 

to the Black Sallee reserve. At the reserve we looked at water bugs and the insides of nesting 

boxes. 

Participating in this excursion I learnt different 

plant names and how the Latin name closely 

relates to the traits of the plant. I also learnt that 

the value that council places on conserving the 

native flora and fauna. 

Something I found interesting was the man made 

hollows put into the reserve to encourage animal 

reproduction and protection. Some of the 

hollows were boxes attached to the tree, 

however the interesting ones were actually cut 

into the tree and hollowed out on the inside. 

 

Thomas Mackenzie, Year 9 



 

Congratulations Ebony Hay - Portfolio entry to university 

HUGE congratulations to Ebony Hay, in being the first student from Canobolas Rural Technology High School to 

gain entry to university via the Big Picture Portfolio pathway. Ebony produced a Portfolio of work outlining a 

thorough Senior Thesis on female hammer throw athletes, presented her research and Big Picture journey to a 

panel of professionals and confidently answered questions around her future goals and aspirations. Ebony re-

ceived offers to study Exercise Sports Science, Occupational Therapy and Nursing from Charles Sturt University 

and is looking forward to the challenge of university and life beyond school.  

 

We wish Ebony great success in her future endeavours and are proud of her efforts in meeting the Big Picture 

level 5 standards for university and embarking on this historical Big Picture journey. 

 

  



 



This term, Year 8 support have been working on planning a sensory garden. They have been 

working on area and perimeter, and have been looking at what plants need to grow and 

flourish. 

This week, the students started growing their own plants. We are all hoping that they are ready 

by the end of the year, so that we can put them in pots and give them to our loved ones as 

Christmas presents.   

Miss O’Dell, Support Teacher 

YEAR 8 GREEN THUMBS 



Congratulations to our Open Girls softball team for becoming the 2019 Western Region 

Champions. On Wednesday 6th November, the girls competed in the Western Softball 

Knockout at Jack Brabham Park. The girls played some quality softball against Parkes High 

School, Orange High School and Mudgee High School throughout the knockout and 

became the undefeated champion team. Congratulations to Heidi Bell and Montana 

Griffith in being selected in the 2020 Western Girls Softball Team who will compete in 

Curl Curl in February. Thank you to ODSA for hosting the day and to the ODSA Canobolas 

students Mitchell Crossman, Mitchell Kelly and Brock Anderson for umpiring games 

throughout the knockout. A great day out for Canobolas High! Well done! 



 

On Wednesday the 30th of October, over 40 of our Canobolas students participated in the 

annual NAIROC eisteddfod. After weeks of rehearsals, the students performed a three part 

piece that represented this years NAIDOC theme - Voice, Treaty, Truth. The students that took 

part were from years 7-12 and for many of them, it was their first time performing at NAIROC 

or performing a dance at all! 

 

The first section of the piece was performed by our traditional boys group who demonstrated 

some of their dances taught to them by Luke Barnes. It was led by Tyren Dixon who 

demonstrated pride and professionalism when organising the boys and directing their 

movements. The second section was our contemporary dancers who performed to a song that 

represented some of the things that Indigenous people have gone through and fought for. 

Then the third section was a hip hop section to a song called Here by the Indigenous rapper 

Briggs. This celebrated and acknowledged the voice of Indigenous people and the fact that 

they are still here and need to be heard and recognised for the truth and for a treaty. 

 

The judges were brought to tears and said that we hit all of the criteria including organisation 

of the group, relevance to this years theme, entertainment and the deadly factor! The students, 

their family and friends, and all the staff who came to assist were extremely proud and excited 

when we were announced the winners for the 2019 Jason French Senior Award.  

 

 

 

 







Girls Academy NAIDOC Leadership Day        

On Thursday 31stOctober, Canobolas High Girls Academy hosted 

Yvonne O’Neill from the University of Southern Queensland for a 

NAIDOC Week Leadership workshop with eight Academy students.  

Students undertook career planning with Yvonne, exploring what individual qualities they have to 

suit their desired jobs and what they need to do to ensure they are on track to complete and be 

able to secure that position once they complete high school.  

Majority of our students were in the ‘Helper’ category, with most wanting to be Midwives, 

Childcare workers or Nurses, one of our students was a complete surprise with her advising she 

would like to work with animals and one day becoming a Marine Biologist and hopefully secure 

a position with SeaWorld. 

Yvonne also taught the students about meditation ‘Dadirri’, how important it is to take that time 

out for ourselves to reflect on situations and explore and listen to your inner self. 

Nikita Mason, Program Manager 

Girls Academy  
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